YAHRZEIT OF HAKODOSH REB MOSHE
ROKEACH HY"'D - SON OF REB

- AHARON ROKEACH ZT"L

1nn ‘v (YESTERDAY)

Reb Moshe was the bechor - eldest son
born to Maran Reb Aharon Rokeach of Belz
zt”l. Reb Moshe married HaRabbanis Mrs.
Faiga, the daughter of Reb Pinchas Avraham
Shulem Rottenberg zt” - a great, great-

granddaughter of the Sar Shalom of Belz zt"I.

Reb Moshe’le was 38 when he perished

Al Kiddush Hashem in Premyshlan. On a
Friday, the Nazis ym”s and Ukranians ym"s
grabbed Reb Moshe from the street and
thrust him alive into the burning flames of
the Premyshlan Shul.

When his holy father Maran Reb Aharon
heard of his tragic Petira (death), he said:
“Blessed is Hashem that | sacrificed a

Korben for him!”

Reb Moshe’le was buried the following
Sunday in the city of Premyshlan, op> ‘n
wryb mn onT. (Reb Moshele’s wife and five
children all perished in the war hy”d.)

To understand what a lofty neshama Reb
Moshe'le possessed, his parents, Maran Reb
Aharon and Rebbetzin Chaya Devora, bore
children who passed away young. When
Rebbetzin Chaya Devorah asked her revered
father-in-law, the Frierdiger Rav zt”l, “So
many people come to you for tefillos and
blessings, and your son, Reb Aharon, you
can't help?”

The Frierdiger Rav answered: “What should
| do that my son wants to bring down such
holy neshamas that can’t tolerate mr1 o5y -
this world?”

Reb Moshe’le was raised in such a holy
home. He had a sharp mind and exceptional
middos, and he exceeded the expectations
of his parents and Melamdim.

When The Frierdiger Rav, was in Munkach
during WWI, he learned daily with his
grandson Reb Moshele.

Reb Moshe'le had a weak deposition and was
sickly, yet he used all his strength to learn
endless hours. The Frierdiger Rav, expressed,
“Moshe’le has my nature. He can sit in one
place and learn for hours!”

Reb Moshe’les strong relationship with
his grandfather was reflected in how he
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lived in Halacha and minhagim. He once
purchased a new pair of shoes and wanted
to wear them for the first time on Shabbos
- wmp naw max. The Frierdiger Rav told him
that wearing new shoes the first time on
Shabbos is inappropriate Since the first
time wearing shoes presses on the feet and
is uncomfortable. Therefore, it's not an iy
naw “Wear them first on Friday, and then on
Shabbos,” advised his grandfather.

Reb Moshe'le was renowned for his sharp
mind. When he sat by his father, Maran
Reb Aharon's tish, it appeared as if he was
napping while his father was saying ‘Torah.’
But when the chassidim reviewed the Divrei
Torah, Reb Moshe'le repeated each word
and explained what his father said.

Reb Moshe’le conducted his life beyond
worldly realms. Everyone used to marvel

at his levels of Kedusha in Torah, Avodah,
and Gemillas Chassadim. He was known as
“opbxri v nwn”, as R' Avraham Dov Ringel 2"l
eloquently described Reb Moshe’le:

He was a real tzaddik, like his father! ban
PORD POW R PPTY 7'YNNRK N My PR yoen

EVERYONE LOVES A GOOD STORY,

ESPECIALLY A CHASSIDISHE STORY...

(>0 npn)...5xwm xR woan AN
That person shall be cut off from the
Yidden...

A'Yid came to the Yismach Yisroel of
Alexander zt”| lamenting his plight. A
competitor opened a store across from him,
and many of his customers started shopping
with his competitor, causing him to lose
business.

The Rebbe wished him to have plentiful
parnassah. The Yid, however, continued
crying, so the Rebbe asked him, “Why are
you crying?” The Yid replied, “l want the
Rebbe to curse my competitor that he
should die!”

The Rebbe was shocked and asked him,
“How can you expect me to curse a Yid?”
To which the Yid replied, “That person
desecrates Shabbos publicly, eats chometz
on Pesach..”

The Rebbe explained to him that every
Yid's neshama is tied to the Shechina with
36 knots, and in the Torah, there are 36
transgressions whose fate is death. If a
person sins on all 36 transgressions, his ties
with the Shechina can be severed. “Your
competitor didn't transgress on all 36

since he didn’t make the nmvp or anointed
himself with the nnwnn 1nw. If so, his ties aren’t
severed from Above, so how can | curse
him?”

“| can only bless you that Hashem should
send you ample parnassah.” The Rebbe’s
bracha came to fruition, and the Yid was
blessed with a bountiful livelihood.

(hv:07 npn) XIM XNV PHY SN TMY PX WK mMAD 55 5
Anything that enters the tent and anything
that is in the tent shall be contaminated...

A Yid, a ‘maskil’ (enlightened and lowly
person), once asked Reb Gershon Henoch of
Radzin zt”l that Chazal say, “xrm1 X571 n nx m
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xnmxa - is there then a minhag or mitzvah
that we do which isn't written in the Torah?”
The maskil continued, “Show me a place in
the Torah that says that a Yid isn't allowed
to walk around without a Yarmulka on his
head?”

The tzaddik replied: “The pasuk says, “*535m
mna” - every bare head “v5p Hnn Ty px Awx”
- that doesn't carry a covering, a yarmulka,
“x11 xnv” - such a person is impure!

(>:2 npn)...om oab Xy A YooR AN
Shall we bring forth water for you from this
rock...

Reb Yaakov of Lisa zt”| sat with a group of
notable people from his town, amongst them
a wealthy yet stingy person. The notable
people requested that the wealthy person
place wine on the table to drink a ‘Ilchaim.’
However, the wealthy person refused.

Reb Yaakov told the wealthy person, “If

you bring wine to the table, a miracle will
happen — even a bigger miracle than Moshe
presented!”

Out of curiosity, the rich man handed a nice
sum of money to purchase an expensive
bottle of wine. Reb Yaakov of Lisa exclaimed:
“This action alone is a great miracle! Moshe
Rabbeinu extracted water from a stone for
drinking, and | extracted from a stone wine
to drink!”

(32:x3 npn) 1232 72Y SRAW? AR 1 10 XY
And Sichon didn't let the Yidden pass
through his border...

The Mitteler Rav Maran Rebbe Yehoshua

of Belz zt”| married off two children a week
apart in Chernobyl, Russia. The first son, The
Frierdiga Rav zt”| Maran Rebbe Yissachar Dov
married the daughter of Reb Shaya Zisha zt"|,
the son of Reb Aharon of Chernobyl zt"l, and
the second son, Reb Leibish zt”l, married the
daughter of Reb Menachem Nuchem of Loeb
zt"l, also a son of Reb Aharon of Chernobyl.

Two days following the second wedding, the
Mitteler Rav took a walk with his gabbaim.
Suddenly, he told his gabbai, “Order a horse
and wagon now because | want to leave
immediately! | must leave Russia because
the earth is trembling beneath my feet..it's
dangerous for me to stay here - | must leave
immediately!”

The gabbai was very surprised. It didn't
make sense for the father of the chassan to
leave in the middle of Sheva Brochos. But

if the Rebbe commands, the gabbai obeys.
The Mitteler Rav made the wagon driver
hurry, saying, “| want to pass the border as
soon as possible.” After a few days of travel
with a stopover at a Yiddish guest house
for Shabbos, they safely passed the border
between Russia and Galicia.

A few hours later, the Russian border patrol
received an urgent message: “Be aware that
the Belzer Rebbe is currently in Russia. When
he attempts to pass the border, arrest him
immediately!” (It seemed the the ‘maskilim’
- the Chassidic naysayers reported some
slander to the Russian government about the
Belzer Rebbe.)

Miraculously, the Mitteler Rav zt"l sensed
that he was in danger and fled Russia in time.

Meanwhile, his mechutan, Reb Aharon of
Chernobyl, was disturbed by the Mitteler
Rav's sudden leave during Sheva Brochas.
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But when he learned of the Mitteler Rav's
great miracle, he exclaimed: “My Mechutan,
the Belzer Rav, knows what he’s doing. He
foresaw what was happening and prevented
the worse from happening!”

(0239 p52) awnne X5 o1 1w 7125 oY on
It’'s a nation that will dwell in solitude and be
reckoned amongst the nations.

The Baal Shem Tov Hakodesh zt"| was once
leaving the mikvah when a few non-Jews
passed. He feared they should touch him
when he heard one telling the other, “Watch
out that this Yid shouldn’t touch you, for he
will make us impure!”

The Baal Shem Tov explained that this is
what the pasuk alludes to: 12w 7125 oy on

- when a Yid is enveloped in Kedusha -
holiness, though he finds himself amongst
other nations, he shouldn’t worry because
awnn x> oma - he isn’t worthy in their eyes
and they wouldn’t want to befriend him.

(7712 pb2) Py oinw M230 oxn
The words of the man with the open eye.

Rashi comments that Bilam was blind on one
eye. Targum Unklas adds that with one eye
he saw nevuah - prophecy.

How was Bilam able to boast that he's blind
in one eye? And according to Targum it
means ‘somoene who sees well,” so how can
it be explained?

A story occurred during WWII with a Nazi

ym”s who had one glass eye and you
couldn't tell a difference between his real
and fake eye. The accursed Nazi once
challenged the Yidden that if someone can
tell which eye is glass he will be rewarded
with plentiful food. But if they're wrong, he
will be killed.

Everyone was afraid to dare, but one Yid
boldly stated: “That eye is the false one!”
The Nazi paled and admitted that he was
right. “But tell me, how did you notice which
one was fake when not one person was able
to tell the difference? The Yid was afraid

to answer, but the Nazi promised that he
wouldn't harm him.

The Yid replied,“I'll tell you the truth. Your
fake eye doesn’t gaze at us Yidden with the
hatred that emits from your real eye — and
that's how | knew right away which is the fake
eye!”

The same is with Bilam. How was he able to
boast that he was blind in one eye? main1 mixn
yn oinw - | have one eye that doesn't see,
that's closed — it doesn’t have hatred against
the Yidden — and thus, with that eye, Bilam
was able to bentch the Yidden.

(n:12 P52) 2py ToRR 10 N0
How good are the tents of Yaakowv...

Harav Hachossid R’ Avraham Leib Bargofen
Z"l lived in Tel Aviv and used to rent out
rooms for Chassidim who came to spend
Yomim Tovim with Maran, Reb Aharon of
Belz zt"l. He once asked Maran if he was
allowed to take the money and if it was

still considered Hachnosas Orchim. Maran
answered: “Even if one takes money, he can
still fulfill the mitzvah of Hachnosas Orchim.
The main thing is how you treat your guest
- do you shmooze with them, give them
comfortable accommodations, etc.”
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(2:0° npm).. 1R 17D THR M
And they should take to you a completely
red cow...

Reb Moshe Hadershen zt"l says that the
Mitzvah of Parah Aduma was to serve as a
‘kaparah’ - atonement for the 5in xon. Since
the sin of the ‘egel’ caused a weakness

in Emunah, hence, the nmx mn - which

is a “pin” - a Mitzvah we obey because
Hashem commanded us to without knowing
the reason — this mitzvah strengthens

our Emunah. It, therefore, serves as an
atonement for the sin of the ‘egel’

(725 npn)..5Rw? PAX MK 19

Moshe sent emissaries from Kadesh to the
king of Edom saying, “So said your brother,
Yisrael..”

R’ Yonason Eibschitz zt"l explains that when
a person is on a simple level, they know

and remember their brother. Still, when a
person is on a greater level and holds highly
of himself, he forgets about his family. This
is what Moshe told ‘Edom.” Even though
Klal Yisroel is currently on a high level, which
is alluded to in the word “>xav”, they are
still “pnx” your brother, and we didn’t forget
about you.

(>:3 npm)...0™M X2 WY DTOX RN
Listen now, O rebels, shall we bring forth
water for you...

Rashi says: “ommin” means ‘foolish people,’ or
it can mean ‘they teach their Rebbes.’

Both explanations can mean the same. Is
there a bigger fool than someone that wants
to teach his Rebbe how to act...

(33 npn)...a Mapn XS DX POX TR

And Edom said to him, “You shall not pass
through me...lest | come against you with the
sword!”

Throughout the parsha, Edom spoke to the
Yidden in a singular tense to teach us that
the Yidden's main source of strength comes
from when they are mTnxa - together as one.
And this is what Edom was afraid of.

(2-x:v° npn)..anxS 71 MY WX TMRn NP R
This is the decree of the Torah, which
Hashem has commanded...

The word “mx" equals 101. “mmnn npn nxr”

This is the suggestion for one who wants

to remember his learning "n mx qwxnxb' -
alluding to the fact that one should study
101 times, which guarantees he should
remember what he learned. As the Gemara
states, “nxn pn NWH omYs XN 1PID ANW IMT K
nnx1 - you can't compare one who learns
something one-hundred times to one who
learns it one hundred and one times!”

(22:25 pba) 1y vy aen
And his two young men were with him.

Why does the Torah tell us that two men
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This week's vort — npn nwnp
continued

accompanied Balak? The Gemara says that
no harm will befall when three people travel
together. Therefore Bilam wasn’t harmed by
the Malach since they were three travelers
together.

(2:20 p52) 75X 22TX WX AT 127 DX N
But only the thing thing that | shall speak to
you — that shall you do...

Chazal says Hashem placed a hook on
Bilam’s mouth to prevent him from talking.
But when Bilam wanted to withhold himself
from bentching the Yidden, Hashem placed
a rod to force him to open his mouth and
speak. It's known that the word “9x” refers
to minimizing, and “nx” - is to expand. This
alludes in the pasuk 5% 231x 2wx A 9271 X X
- sometimes are vynb 9x - to talk less, and
there are times ma> nx - to talk more.

(0233 pba) awnme X5 oA 1ow 1125 oY on
It’s a nation that will dwell in solitude and be
reckoned amongst the nations.

The Baal Shem Tov Hakodesh zt"l was once
leaving the mikvah when a few non-Jews
passed. He feared they should touch him
when he heard one telling the other, “Watch
out that this Yid shouldn’t touch you, for he
will make us impure!”

The Baal Shem Tov explained that this is

what the pasuk alludes to: 1aw 7125 oy on

- when a Yid is enveloped in Kedusha -
holiness, though he finds himself amongst
other nations, he shouldn’'t worry because
awnn x> omaa - he isn’t worthy in their eyes
and they wouldn’t want to befriend him.

P70 - MaKR P

(n:m max) oS PRa ArayE M nYaw
Seven types of punishments come to the
world.

Why does it have to use the term “pxa -
come” to this world? Punishment comes
from one’s own doing. Hashem put into the
world's nature that when Yidden commits
an aveira, chas v'shalom, the sin causes the
punishment to ‘come’ on its own.

(m:1 max) 1Ty 521 mp NP T oMY Dwb 1R

If the fight isn’t leshem shamayim then it's
considered like the fight of Korach and his
clan.

Chazal say that the wife of ben Pelach
saved him from Korach'’s fight. She told her
husband that you won't become the Kohen
Gadol, so what difference does it make

for you to belong with Korach or Aharon
HaKohen. Theoretically, she advised him
something that is self understood. Just
when people are in midst of fighting, the
flame is on and they can’t think rationally.
But she did think rational, and the pasuk
says on her:"nnm nnia o'w1 nnon - a woman's
wisdom builds her home!”
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(2:1 max) 17 125 onp N oAb o 1Y
One who is brazen-faced goes to Gehenim,
and one who is shamefaced, to Gan Eden.

The son-in-law of the Chofetz Chaim was
the Mashgiach of Yeshivas Radin. He once
asked the Chofetz Chaim for advice on how
to deal with a refined bocher who wasn'’t
davening appropriately for a while - should
we allow him to remain in Yeshiva or not?

The Chofetz Chaim answered, “It's not a big
deal, don't worry, this bocher will grow up to
be a Rav,” and so it occurred.

The Mashgiach approached the Chofetz
Chaim with another incident. A bocher

who was dorming at the home of a widower
where the facility and eating conditions
were dire which caused the bocher to speak
chutzpah to the widower. (Although the
bocher was justified due to that specific
circumstance.)

The Chofetz Chaim was upset about the
bocher’s actions and said to send home the
bocher away from the Yeshiva.

When the son-in-law questioned the
Chofetz Chaim to compare the two
instances, why one was sent home and not
the other, the Chofetz Chaim explained his
actions. “There’s a famous Mishna, “ons 1y

17v 125 oap nwi oanb” - someone who is an ny
oup doesn't stand a chance to do teshuva,
but someone who is a “oan nwa” will do
teshuvah!”
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