PARSHAS K! SAVO

CHASSIDIC INSIGHTS, HIGHLIGHTS AND HAPPENINGS

MONTH OF ELUL

Not for Himself

The month of Elul is designated for Teshuvah.
During the month of %5x one should be “b x5 - not
for himself.” One shouldn’t consider his comforts,
just consider his friend’s needs. Because the more
one draws away from his comforts, the easier it is
to do teshuvah.

It's Too Late by ~ynnn

During the month of Elul, Maran Reb Yissocher
Dov of Belz zt"l once asked of his meshamesh
Reb Shmiel Betzalels Z'l, when is the moment he
is aroused to do teshuvah. Reb Shmiel answered,
“When the Rebbe says 1¥ni 1 during "=w nypn,
that's when I'm aroused to do teshuvah.” Maran
replied, “Shmiel, by ~xnn 1 (which also means
distressed) is already a little too late!”

If Not for Hashem'’s Help

Teshuvah during the month of Elul needs to come
out of love to Hashem. “»ry n*“apn x5 - If not for
Hashem'’s help” The letters of the word x55 stand
for the word Ybx - that during the month of Elul,
there’s an extra Siyatta Dishmaya that Hashem
helps us to nanxn nown - out of love to Hashem.

Blessings for A Good Year

The month of 5%x is the acronym for blessings for
a whole year:

MK n55p5 k5 19713b - For blessings and not for
cursings.

mr mnb X9 ornd - To life and not to death.

mx nrd x5 yawd - For satiety and not for leanness.

EVERYONE LOVES A GOOD STORY,

ESPECIALLY A CHASSIDISHE STORY...

(%15 Xan *3) TpbX ‘7 75 1M WX 2vR Y23 nrmen
You shall rejoice with all the goodness that
Hashem, your G-d, has given you..

The talmidim of the Mezritcher Maggid zt”l once
asked for an explanation for “owa nyan by 77135 ox 270
naon Sy T1an xiw” - a person is supposed to thank
Hashem for the bad just as he thanks for the good.
How is it possible? When the Mezrithcer Maggid
heard their question, he sent them to Rebbe, Reb
Zisha of Anipoli zt”l.

They found the Rebbe Reb Zisha learning in Beis
Medrash, wearing tattered clothes, poor, and
without owning any possessions. They shared
their question with the Rebbe Reb Zisha, and he
responded that he didn't understand why the
Maggid sent them to him, saying, “Since | never
experienced anything bad in my life, therefore,

| don’t know how it feels to thank Hashem for
something bad.”

When the talmidim heard his simple reply, despite
his dire situation, they understood the answer to
their question.

(>33 Xan 3 £137)...1MTRA ™D PWRY DX DK M0 AN
And now, behold! | have brought the first fruit of
the ground...
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Everyone loves a good story,
especially a chassidishe story...
continued

Harav HaKodesh Reb Aharon of Benedkovitz zt'l (a
brother from the Imrei Yosef of Spinka zt'l) once
visited Maran Rebbe Yehoshua of Belz zt"l and
noticed a basket full of big and beautiful garlic

on the table. Maran Rebbe Yehoshua picked up

a head of garlic, fondly held it in his hand, and
placed it back in the basket, and repeated it with
other heads of garlic.

Maran Reb Yehoshua noticed Reb Aharon’s
bewilderment and said, “Before you came here,
a Hungarian Yid brought me this beautiful basket
of garlic, and the Yid surely thought he was
bringing me Bikurim (the first fruit that grows.)
Since he thought it was Bikurim, this garlic is truly
worthy and should be prominently displayed on
my table.” Maran then inquired about Hungarian
garlic's worthiness and added, “Although Bikurim
are the first fruits from the Shivas Haminim,
however, since the Yid thought he is bringing me
Bikurim, then it doesn’t matter to me what he
brings as Bikurim, even garlic.”

When Reb Aharon left Maran’s home, he

searched for the Hungarian Yid and asked why he
specifically brought garlic? The Yid answered, “|
own many orchids in Hungary, but when | come to
Belz, | always bring the nicest fruit from my crop.
Since the Gemara says (7p man>), ‘one who brings
a gift to a Talmid Chacham it’s as if he has brought
Bikurim.” And since the garlic grew the nicest this
year, | brought it as Bikurim to Maran.”

Reb Aharon asked him if he had told Maran that it
was Bikurim. The Yid replied, “When | gave Maran
the garlic, | didn't say anything; | just thought to
myself that it's considered Bikurim.”

(2:12 xan °n) 1Ppa 9¥x v nnb
To provide rain for your land in its time..

It was a few years after the Holocaust that Yidden
settled in Eretz Yisroel, fertilized the land, and grew
produce. During one winter, no rain fell, and the
agriculturist predicted that all the fields would be
destroyed.

A Yid who owned many farms and cattle came
to Maran Rebbe Aharon of Belz zt"l to spend

a Shabbos in Tel Aviv. On Motzei Shabbos, he
handed Maran a kvittel, stating that if it doesn't
rain shortly, people will chas v'shalom die from
hunger. He added that since Maran is the tzaddik
of this generation, he won't leave the room until
Maran declares a fast day. The Yid pleaded and
cried and even threw himself to the floor, but
Maran said that he wouldn't advise a fast day.

The Yid continued crying, saying he was not asking
for himself, but Maran answered again, “l will not
declare a fast day!” And so, the argument went
back and forth until Maran exclaimed, “Who says
we need to declare a fast day? Hashem can help
without fasting!”

Less than twelve hours later it started pouring, and
the danger passed the Land.

THIS WEEK'S VORT — Xan "> nw1d

(x°:19 Xan *3) Pp5X ‘1115 102 WX 20 92 nnnwr
You shall rejoice with all the goodness that
Hashem, your G-d, has given you..

Harav HaKodash Reb Shea Mushkat of Prague

zt"| said that the greatest Simcha is when a Yid
recognizes that all the good things he has in this
world are from Hashem. nnnwn - The real Simcha is
when 1pb5x 11 15 101 2wx :vn Saa - you recognize it's all
from Hashem.

(2319 Xan )...mTXA M0 55 nrwxAn nnp
And you shall take from the first of every fruit on
the ground...
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This week's vort — Xan "5 nwnd
continued

When one plants seeds in the earth, the seed rots
before sprouting fruit. nmxn ma 5 nwxn nnph - a
person is likened to fruit seeds. A person needs
to be humble at first to reach loftier heights.

(012 Xan )..mm¥n T AR TN MK
An Aramean tried to destroy my forefather. He
descended to Egypt...

Why does the pasuk mention Lavan and Yetzias
Mitzrayim when bringing Bikkurim? To teach

us that one must remember the hard times he
endured when now, when everything is going well.
To acknowledge the good Hashem does with him
and to thank Him.

(3 215 Xan °n) "nAnow X5 Pmnnn May XS
| have not transgressed any of Your
commandments, and | have not forgotten.

The Midrash says: “Whoever doesn't give Maaser
(a pittance from his earnings), mice will eat his
wheat. The Gemara says (» nrmn) that if one eats
food that mice ate, he will forget his learning. The
pasuk says, mnnn 'may x> - | gave Maaser, so mice
didn't eat from my wheat, and therefore, 'nnnow x5
- | didn’t forget what | learned.

A p7D - MaK P

(2:3 max) mabn bw mmbwa bSann nn
Pray for the peace of the kingdom.

For the final redemption, one should daven for
the completeness of omw mabn - for the final
redemption - for then, Hashem’s name will be
whole.

(2:3 max) mabn Sw ambwa Shann 10
Pray for the peace of the kingdom.

One needs to daven for the happiness of Hashem
because it says, “v 15> omy 521 - through all your
pain, Hashem is joined in your pain.” The Shechina
has not rested in galus -exile. If we daven that the
Shechina shall be at peace, we will find peace and
happiness.

(>:3 max) 1n My mman maw 53
All those whom people are pleased with him...

People value those who act in a refined manner.
As Chazal says, when one behaves and is refined,
everyone says, “Blessed are the parents who
raised this child.” Such a child brings nachas to his
parents and to Hashem.

“T P15 - Max pan

(2:7 max) Aayn 1 MM mEnd ¥ 10
One should run to perform a mitzvah and run away
from doing an aveirah.

Reb Chaim Volozitzer zt'l said, mxnb y1 71 - The
actual running to do a mitzvah is considered as a
mitzvah, and the reward for running to perform a
mitzvah is that you will merit fulfilling the mitzvah.
But if you won't run to do the mitzvah, then the
Yetzer Hara has an opportunity to reign over you
and keep you back from doing the mitzvah. The
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1 pD - Max pd
continued

same applies when running away from an aveirah.
The act of running away is considered a mitzvah.
And in the merit of the mitzvah of running away
from an aveirah, you will be protected from doing
the aveirah.

(227 max) omw XM 737 KT
And the fear of your Rebbe should be like the fear
of Heaven.

The Galanter Rav, Reb Yehoshua Buxbaum zt"|, told
his talmidim fondly - 721 xam - You shall fear your
Rebbe omw xma - like your Rebbe fears Hashem.
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