Parashas Vayakhel - Pikudei

CHASSIDIC INSIGHTS, HIGHLIGHTS AND HAPPENINGS

_ night with the Matzah and Maror. According
|01 WTIN O'>17an -/ to this reason, today, when unfortunately we
don’t have a Beis Hamikdash, and we can’t
be Olah Regel to sacrifice the Korban Pesach,
the reading about this parsha serves as 1o

A reason why the month of Nissan is also omp N wTpnn maw ot - a remembrance of the
called max wnn - the month of spring is that times that the Beis Hamikdash stood.
ax consists of the letters »"x and 2" - this

month is the “ar” - father and core of all the 2™
- twelve months of the year. The words o35 nmn wnin show the value of the

month that is the leader of all months. The
month of Nissan is like a king over all month

The Avner Nezer says that the days from the - the word “n2%" spell the letters of the word

month of Nissan are valuable days since every “Pon” - king.
hour of the month is reckoned as a day.

WHAT'S HAPPENING

IN BELZ

wTinn NY1D

This Shabbos is the fourth Shabbos of the four PURIM TISCH IN BELZ
parshiyos and is called “onnn nw1a” - since it is
a mitzvah to read from the Maftir “o35 nrn wnn

own wr1” which is found in Parshas Bo, where

Hashem commanded the Yidden the mitzvah

of vmnn wvirp - bless each month, starting from
the first month of Nissan, and also talks about
the halachos of the Korban Pesach which was
every Yid needs to sacrifice during the month
of Nissan.

Another reason why we read the parsha of

“03% nn wnn' specifically during the month of
Nissan, as explained in the Avidraham, when
the Beis Hamikdash stood, they read from the
parsha to remind the Yidden that the month
of Nissan is approaching and they need to be
5 moy - ascend to Yerushalyim to sacrifice the
Korban Pesach, which was eaten on Pesach
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Parashas Vayakhel - Pikudei

CHASSIDIC INSIGHTS, HIGHLIGHTS AND HAPPENINGS
continued

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN BELZ
continued

SHABBOS FOR BOCHURIM IN CHAIFA

Bochurim from Chutz L'Aretz—not living in
Eretz Yisroel but learning in yeshiva there—
enjoyed an uplifting Shabbos organized to
support their transition and integration.
Bochurim from the Chaifa Yeshiva had a
special Shabbos filled with guidance on
navigating the country, adapting to the
yeshiva environment, and making their
learning experience easier and more
enjoyable.
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EVERYONE LOVES A

GOOD STORY

(12:15 5prm) DR5MN 21aK NXY DAY NAR DX KN DRWIM
The leaders brought the shoham stones and

the stones for the settings for the Ephod and
the Breastplate.

Rashi explains that the Torah writes the word
“oxwim” without the letter “» “because the
oxwy - Nesi'im did not rush to bring their
donations. They said, “Let the Yidden bring
their donations first, and if necessary, we will
contribute afterward.” As a result, they were
punished by having a letter removed from
their name. They rectified this by bringing the
Korbonos first at the Chanukas HaBayis of the
Mishkan.

We must ask: if the Nesi'im were the leaders
of Klal Yisroel, what caused them to make this
mistake?

This can be understood through a story of
the Baal Shem Tov zt”l. Once, he was davening
with his congregation, and his Shemoneh
Esrei was taking a long time. After a while,

his talmidim began leaving the Beis Medrash.
Only then did the Baal Shem Tov conclude his
davening.

He explained this with a parable: someone
who wants to reach the top of a tree to
retrieve something cannot do it alone; he
needs friends standing on each other’s
shoulders. If the bottom person leaves
unexpectedly, everyone falls, and the top
person cannot reach the peak.

The Baal Shem Tov concluded: “The same is
true for Yidden. A tzaddik cannot attain the
highest spiritual levels without the support of
his talmidim, who stand with him in learning
and prayer. When his talmidim left, he too ‘fell’
from his lofty level and had to complete his
davening.”
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EVERYONE LOVES A GOOD STORY,
ESPECIALLY A CHASSIDISHE STORY
continued

When the Yidden received the Torah, they
were united and full of love for one another.
However, after the sin of the Egel, their
spiritual heights were lost, and peace among
them faltered. This also affected the Nesi'im,
who fell from their elevated status. But when
the Mishkan was completed, it restored
peace and unity among them. As we see:
after the blessing “ow 7> own”, the Torah
continues: “jawnn nx opid nwn mba ora " —
when Moshe completed the Mishkan, the
Nesi'im brought their Korbonos, and all was
atoned.
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Parashas Vayakhel - Pikudei

CHASSIDIC INSIGHTS, HIGHLIGHTS AND HAPPENINGS
continued

(22:75 5apm)...0mwan by orwarn XN
The men came with the women...

A group of Askanim - community activists
from a Torah institution came to the Imrei
Chaim of Viznitz zt”| requesting that the Imrei
Chaim serve as the guest of honor at their
upcoming educational fundraising dinner.
The Imrei Chiam agreed on one condition,
that there would be separate seating for

the men and women. The activists tried to

explain to the Imrei Chaim that they also want

separate seating; however, the majority of
donors aren’t so observant, and if there will
be separate seating, they won't attend the
function.

The Imrei Chiam smiled and said: In Parshas
Vayakheil, Moshe commanded the Yidden

to bring their donations for the work of

the Mishkan. Since everyone wanted to
participate, they came in mixed crowds “ixian
owin by owikn” - when the activists saw this,
they exclaimed: “r» my wy» by nwxy wx” - men
and women shouldn’t do this together, just
“w1pn nmnb maxSn - everyone should bring
separately.

NSRESNCESH

/A

“What do you think happened? People
stopped bringing donations? ” concluded the
Imrei Chaim,” the Torah says ‘o1 nnon 1ax5nm
amm' - there still remained extra donations...
whoever holds steadfast on Hashem's will,
never loses from it.

(x2:m5 ™mpa)...mTyn 1Pwn Pwnn Mps 1R
These are the recokoning of the Tabernacle,
the Tabernacle of Testimony.

The heads of the community of Vilna wanted
to instate a rule that no Balei Darshanim -
speakers could step into their Beis Medrash
to give a speech, as it disturbs those
delivering Torah classes. When the Vilna
Gaon zt'l heard about it, he summoned the
heads of the community and told them:
“Why was the Mishkan called by the name
1Pwn? Since Hashem rested his Shechina -
divine presence there since the Luchos were
encased in the Aron. The same is with a Beis
Medrash, which is called a “wamn na” because
of the “mw11” - speeches that devout Yidden
deliver there and arouse the Yidden to do
teshuvah and obtain Yiras Shamayim. And

if speeches won't be held, then it cannot be
reckoned as a Beis Medrash.”

THE REBBE'S TORAH

naw wTp 03% MM prawn oA naRN Twyn om nww
(2:75 5mpm) b pnaw

On six days work may be done, but the
seventh day shall be holy for you, a day of
complete rest for Hashem.

Why did the Torah write about the mitzvah

of Shabbos in between the parshos of
building the Mishkan? What is the connection
between the two?

By the mitzvah of donating money towards

m

the Mishkan, it says “n5 wa "m0 vx unn’ every
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Parashas Vayakhel - Pikudei

CHASSIDIC INSIGHTS, HIGHLIGHTS AND HAPPENINGS
continued

THE REBBE'S TORAH
continued

man shall give Hashem an atonement for his
soul. The Baal HaTurim explains that the word
“unn” is a palindrome - it reads the same in
both directions. Alluding to the fact that, as
much as a person gives tzedakah towards the
Mishkan, Hashem will repay him, and he will
not lack anything.

The same is with Shabbos, as it says in the
Zohar Hakadosh (a:30 2”3): one who honors
and brings pleasure to Shabbos brings a
bracha for the whole week. As the Ohr
Hachaim Hakadosh explains, this passuk now
naxSn nwyn om - why does it say the word
“nwyn” - pronounced “nwyn” meaning that
the activity will happen on its own? If one
observes Shabbos accordingly, then bracha
- blessings will come into the work of the six
days of the week; it will happen on its own.

This is the connection between the donations
for the Mishkan and the mitzvah of Shabbos.

THIS WEEK'S VORT

"T1pD - 5pn nwan

(7:m5 5apm). X 125 212 55 b N oanxn R
Take from yourselves a portion for Hashem,
everyone whose heart motivates him shall
bring it.

The passuk says “oanxn inp” - take from
yourselves, “n> nman” - and separate it for
Hashem, “125 211 53" - everything that your
heart desires “nx2” - you shall elevate it to
Hashem by overcoming your temptations.
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(n:mb 5npm) NXaYA NXANA...NWR AP0 AR wYn
He made the Laver of copper..from the mirror
of the legions...

Every person must study others as if looking
into a mirror. Just as a mirror reflects one'’s
own flaws, so too, when we observe another’s
shortcomings, we should see them within
ourselves and learn how to correct them. As
the Mishna (x:7 max)

teaches: “ox San 1mbn oon nrR” — Who is wise?

Similarly, when the Kohanim washed before
performing the service, they had to cleanse
themselves from every imperfection or
blemish. The 2 (basin) in which they washed
was made of mirrors, serving as a reminder

to recognize one’s own shortcomings through
the reflection of others. For it is often difficult
to see our own flaws directly—yet, by
observing them in another, the mirror helps us
identify and correct them.

(2205 *1p5)... i1 NHoN NN Mwpb...anTA D DX WpIN
They hammered out the thin sheets of gold...
to work the weaver’s craft into the turquoise..

The Torah does not elsewhere describe how
the work of the Mishkan was carried out—so
why here? It emphasizes the wondrous act
of spinning and weaving the gold threads—a
feat never before heard of —where gold was
transformed and worked as if it were threads
of wool or flax.

(3:05 ™Mpn)...0°5no YR 2717 MD DX WP
They hammered out the thin sheets of gold
and cut threads...

They fashioned thin threads of gold,

which were then woven together with n5an
(turquoise) and 1aax (purple). This teaches a
lesson for the wealthy: they should not place
themselves above the poor, but rather weave
themselves among them, maintaining unity
and connection with all.
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