Parashas Acharei Mos-Kedoshim

CHASSIDIC INSIGHTS, HIGHLIGHTS AND HAPPENINGS

WHAT'S HAPPENING
IN BELZ

TEFILLOS FOR THE HEALTH AND WELL- BEING
OF THE BELZER REBBE SHLITA

On Sunday evening, an urgent call went out to
the public to daven for the Belzer Rebbe shlit"a.
Belzer Shtiblech around the world organized
tefillah gatherings that night on behalf of the
Rebbe’s refuah shleimah—Yissachar Dov ben
Miriam—bxaw "5 apw ina.

Boruch Hashem, the Rebbe’s condition
improved significantly as the week progressed.
The tzibbur is asked to continue davening for
the Rebbe’s continued health and well-being.

BRIS CELEBRATED LAST FRIDAY FOR THE
GREAT-GRANDSON OF THE BELZER REBBE
SHLITA

A recap of the Krias Shema on Thursday night
and the bris on Friday, of the Belzer Rebbe
shlit"a’s great-grandson, Chaim Yaakov—son
of Harav Avraham Safrin shlit"a, and a son-in-
law of Harav Hatzadik Reb Aharon Mordechai
Rokeach shlit"a.
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ROSH CHODESH SUEDAH FOR THOSE
SEEKING CONNECTION TO TORAH

In the city of Yavne, near Ashdod, a

Rosh Chodesh seudah was held by the
organization ‘Me’irim," under the auspices

of Belz Institutions in Israel, whose Kollel
Avreichim regularly learn with local residents
seeking to taste the light of Torah.

CHAIM SHEL OSHER GATHERING IN
YERUSHALAYIM

A large gathering for avreichim was held
at the Sukas Dovid Hall in Yerushalayim,
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BELZ AND BEYOND
continued

organized by the “Chaim Shel Osher”
organization which offers classes and
lectures on Shalom Bayis. The organization’s
chairman, Rabbi Avraham Wind shlita opened
the event with brief remarks, followed by
inspiring addresses.

The mashpi'im, Reb Yaakov Troibe shlita and
Reb Rabbi Aharon Wakspars shlita, spoke. Reb
Hershel Lebron shlita and Reb Shalom Tzvi
Fink shlita led a special panel on the topic of
creating simcha - joy in the home.
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SHABBOS POSTPONED

A historic Shabbos was planned this week
for the tomchim—benevolent supporters of
Merkas Mosdos Belz in Israel—to spend an
uplifting Shabbos together with the Belzer
Rebbe at a hotel —a first-of-its-kind event.
More than 200 participants from around the
world were scheduled to attend.
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EVERYONE LOVES A

GOOD STORY

(m:e owrp) 117K Tma b nanx
You shall love your fellow as yourself — | am
Hashem.

At the wedding of Reb Yochanan Twerski
zt"l—son of Reb Pinya'le of Ustila zt"l and
son-in-law of Maran Reb Yissachar Dov of
Belz zt"|—to the daughter of the Atzei Chaim
of Siget zt"l, the kallah’s father was no longer
alive. Representing the kallah’s side were
her grandfather, Harav R’ Shulem Eliezer of
Ratzfert zt"l, together with her uncle, the
Satmar Rebbe zt"l.

When it came time to hold the traditional
“Chassan’s meal”—a custom in Chornobyl

to conduct a meal the night before the
wedding during which the chassan and kallah
would see each other—the Satmar Rebbe
objected. He explained that his grandfather,
the Yismach Moshe zt"l, had ruled against this
practice, and they could not deviate from his
directive.

Reb Pinya’le responded that he, too, could not
depart from the customs of his forefathers,
who did observe this practice. He related that
a similar situation once arose with his father-
in-law, Maran Reb Yissachar Dov of Belz zt"l.
One of his mechutanim had also opposed

the chassan’s meal, yet Maran insisted on
maintaining the custom. When asked for its
basis, he cited the Gemara (xn yvrrp), which
teaches: “xnw ,maxw Ty NWKRN DR WTPW DIXD 1OX
S nanm anan 2T 02 axy,”"—it is forbidden for

a man to betroth a woman before seeing her,
lest he find something unappealing and she
become repulsive to him. Chazal encouraged
that the chassan see the kallah beforehand,
to strengthen the bond of mym mnx nanx.
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(r2:v° owrTp) DOWRA NXD 1PN XS
You shall not round off the edge of your
scalp.

A woman once came with her son to Maran
Reb Aharon of Belz zt"l. The gabbai, Reb
Shulem Fogel a”h, explained her distress: her
son was approaching bar mitzvah, yet he
refused to attend cheder, showed no interest

in learning, and would not listen to his mother.

When Reb Shulem finished, Maran—who
would usually sit bent over—raised his head
and looked intently at the boy. In a gentle,
fatherly tone, he addressed him in Lashon
Hakodesh: “o»p5 n¥1 q0x Pnynw nynw man xa
WY WHw 12 vYNn 123 PN, TGS ¥ PRI DR M —
“Come here! Do you hear? Do you hear? You
don’t want to listen to your mother, you don’t
want to learn, and you are already almost
thirteen years old?” He then added warmly,
“95 px mxon on”—"and you don't even have
peyos?”’

Maran remarked that ideally, peyos should
extend below the ear, but at the very least,
they should reach the bone. Reb Shulem
attempted to demonstrate this to the boy
by touching his face to indicate the proper
length. Maran then instructed Reb Shulem
to wash his hands after having touched the
boy’s face.

Before they left, Maran turned to Reb Shulem
and said, “Tell him—the boy—that he must
promise to obey everything.”

THE REBBE'S TORAH
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Speak to the entire assembly of Yidden and
say to them: You shall be holy, for holy am |,
Hashem, your G-d. Your mother and father
shall you revere and My Shabbos shall you
observe.

What is the connection between the three
things: raxi mx wx, vin owIp, 1NN "NNAW NX)
x1N?

The passuk teaches rnn ow1p — a person

is expected to strive for holiness. Through
learning Torah and observing its mitzvahs,
one can elevate oneself and draw closer to
Hashem. Yet the Torah immediately reminds
us, 1N AR mx vx — we are human beings,
born to parents, not Malachim - angels. We
live in a physical world and must engage in
nrmwa — eating, drinking, working, and daily
responsibilities. How, then, can a person
maintain nwrp while living such a life?

This was, in essence, the claim of the ooxbn
when Moshe Rabbeinu came to receive the
Torah: “ira nwx > nn?” — how can someone
born of flesh and blood attain such holiness
and closeness to Hashem?

The Torah answers with mnwn 'nnaw nx1 — the
observance of Shabbos. Shabbos is a time
when a Yid steps back from the physical
world and immerses himself in nimmm, in Torah
and closeness to Hashem. As the Zohar
references Shabbos to “xnmixT xov” — a day
devoted to Torah.

The Medrash (xm o nmx 7o »y) explains that
Hakadosh Boruch Hu told the Torah: even if
during the week, bxaw» 112 are occupied with
their work and lack the time to learn properly,
when Shabbos arrives, it is “nmwy qnaxbn 53 Hxa”
— as if all their work is complete. Free from
weekday concerns, they can fully engage in
Torah. This immersion in Torah on Shabbos
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infuses a person with Kedusha that carries
over into the rest of the week, even as he
returns to his worldly responsibilities.

Moreover, this concept is not limited to
Shabbos alone. A person can be ony yaip

— set aside fixed times each day for Torah
learning. During those times, he detaches
from his work and focuses entirely on nrimm,
much like on Shabbos. This is why the passuk
says 'nnaw in the plural — referring not only

to the day of Shabbos, but also to those
daily designated times of learning, which are
considered like a personal “Shabbos.”

Through this, a person living in a physical
world can still fulfill van ow1p and maintain
true holiness.

THIS WEEK’S VORT

DY1TPR = INKX Wb

(x2:r0 "Ax) ~wpwn WA Sy omx nn
And place them upon the head of the he-
goat.

The Kohen Gadol places all the sins of Klal
Yisroel =ywn wx1 S5y—upon the head of the
goat—symbolically alluding to Eisav, as the
pasuk states, “vyw vx nxwy 1n.” This teaches
us that many of our failings stem from Eisav,
whose opposition and influence have led us
into spiritual decline.

(2:r owrp) 1wpn X5 N2 DNAY? WX DM¥N PIX TWYNI
The practices of the land of Egypt in which
you dwelled, you shall not perform...

One who seeks to overcome his temptations
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should look at someone who already has
everything he craves and consider what that
person truly looks like—this perspective can
lead him to lose interest in those desires.

(3:07 DwTR) DIHOR 11 KR MNRWN MNAY DX
And my Shabbos shall you observe - am
Hashem, your G-d.

Rashi teaches that the obligation to observe
Shabbos is placed alongside the obligation
to honor and fear one’s parents. Just as
Shabbos must be kept with the intention of
fulfilling Hashem'’s will, so too the mitzvah of
honoring and fearing a father and mother
should be done with that same mindset—not
merely out of habit or obligation, but as an
expression of 'n ¥,

(P07 DwNTR) MY NX MMN NN
You shall reprove your fellow.

The prohibition of “q2251 7nx nx xawn X5” is
written immediately before the mitzvah

of giving rebuke. This teaches that before
correcting someone else, a person must
examine himself and ensure that his words
do not come from hatred. Only then can he
properly fulfill the next mitzvah of 1p15 nanx
Tmn3” - loving his fellow as himself.

PIRKEI AVOS

Al

(x:3 Max) 7y *5 X3 AnX PRI 0™M27 nwbwa banon
Reflect upon these three things and you will
not come to sin.

Dwelling over these three things can cause

a person to become dejected and bitter,
thus they can only help by keeping him back
from sinning, and its purpose is not to bring a
person to learn Torah and keep its mitzvahs -
for that needs to be performed with simcha.
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(2:2 max) oovb awm armn
This is a gathering of scoffers.

Harav R’ Burich’'l of Mezebuzh zt"l once
stayed at a hotel over Shabbos where it was
impossible for him to recite a Dvar Torah. R’
Burich'l said: “A Rasha for sure lived in this
house!” When they inquired, they learned
that it was true. R’ Burich explained that it

is alluded to in the Shabbos Zemiros as it
says: “mbx1 i wint” - if you will investigate my
dwelling, you will understand the reason why
| became mute and couldn’t say any Dvar
Torah.
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